Dear Community leader

MACHOL EUROPA 2013 – ISRAELI DANCE TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME 

London & Coventry, 1st –9th August 2013
I am writing to let you know about the Israeli Dance summer course in England for 2013. The Machol Europa Course has achieved worldwide recognition and has a positive record in the training and motivation of community Israeli dance teachers.  
PURPOSE

The purpose of the Summer Dance Training programme is to train dance teachers and youth leaders in using the media of Israeli & Jewish dance to develop skills, methods and understanding among participants for the purpose of:

Community Development

i. To develop recreational dance classes for children youth and young adults

ii. To develop youth and children’s performing troupes to represent the Jewish community at communal events and festivals.

iii. To lead communal dancing for Jewish Festival celebrations and social events.

Jewish Education

There are three principal educational objectives:

i. To promote a connection with Israel

ii. To provide a gateway to Jewish identity

iii. To promote awareness of the Hebrew language

TARGET AUDIENCE

Dance teachers and potential dance teachers in Jewish day schools and Sunday schools, community leaders and youth leaders in communities throughout the UK, Western Europe, Central & Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, Greece, Turkey and South America.

METHOD

The programme is divided into two sections. It will focus on the implementation gap between knowledge and application especially with regard to informal teaching methods and organisational skills:
Informal Education activities in London

Participants will have three days in London before and one day after the main dance seminar. The purpose of this time together is to give them an opportunity to network while joining at least one seminar on how to work with children.  Sessions will also cover the national curriculum for Israeli dance and Jewish festival dances for young children.

During their stay in London, the participants will be accommodated with Jewish families and will spend Erev Shabbat together with their families.  There will be a special Shabbat service and lunch and an opportunity for the participants to tell the community about the Jewish life in their own communities, and learn from a guest speaker.

Machol Europa 2013
Following the success of last year’s programme, we are offering two tracks at the Machol Europa intensive course. In both tracks, participants will join together with other Israeli dance enthusiasts from around the world who come to the UK for a residential week of intensive dance training from 6 leading Israeli dance choreographers and leaders from Israel.  This will give them the opportunity to learn the latest dances from Israel and to experience being part of the worldwide Jewish community in the Diaspora with close links to Israel. 

There will be specialist sessions on teaching methods for children and elderly people together with the possibility to review and learn a series of basic dances which will be useful in a number of teaching situations. 

One of Israel’s most famous Israeli dance stage choreographers will be running a parallel intensive course on practical choreography for small groups, as well as dealing with all issues relating to stage management, costumes etc.

Measurement of Objectives
The learning intentions can be measured against the desired outcomes:

Are the participants more able to:

a)         identify Jewish themes 

b)         identify appropriate music to match the themes

c)         identify symbols, colours, costumes  and craft ideas which pertain to specific festivals and themes

d)         combine themes, music, symbols, colours and craft ideas to put on a dance presentation

e)         set up and lead classes in Israeli folk dance for children, youth and adults 

Participants will be given an evaluation form for the seminar, but will also be encouraged to present a sheet following the seminar being a “contract with myself”

“When I go back to my community, here are three things I am going to do with what I have learned:…”

Clearly, it will not be possible to achieve all the desired learning intentions in a week-long seminar, but we hope that this seminar will be part of an on-going process of education.

MATERIALS

All the teaching would have little value without the materials that participants take home to their communities for reference and wider distribution.  Each community represented will receive a variety of educational materials including Videos, CDs & Resource Books

PRACTICAL DETAILS

Candidates must be 16+ years of age and must have a basic knowledge of English.  Your candidates should arrive in London by Wednesday evening 31st July and ideally depart on Friday 9th August.  Candidates should be committed to teaching in their home communities for at least one year.

The homes in which the candidates will be staying and the residential seminar are non-smoking environments and candidates should be made aware of this.  Instructions will be sent directly to your candidates.

BUDGET

The total cost to us for training per delegate is US$1,350 (UK £846) including $220 for materials. While we try to raise funds to assist with these costs, it is not always possible to help. In addition, participants need to cover their visa and travel costs.

We need an early indication of how much candidates (and their sponsors) can afford to pay.

RESPONSE TIME

In relation to those who need a visa to enter the UK, we have been informed by the UK Border Agency that all requests for visas for the course in England must be processed on the same day in April. To do this, we need to have all the details of participants in advance. In addition, it is advised to book air travel early because the price will greatly increase the nearer to the summer. 

I look forward to hearing about your suggested candidates for this programme as soon as possible.
Yours faithfully

Maurice Stone

IDI Chairman

